[Prognostic factors of localized malignant melanoma: study of 639 patients].
Several clinical and histological prognostic factors have been identified in localized melanoma. However, further studies with better defined and more reproducible histological parameters are needed. Our aim was to identify the prognostic factors for survival in cutaneous melanoma in the Spanish population. Six hundred and thirty nine patients with localized melanoma, stages I and II of the last version of the American Joint Committee on Cancer staging system for cutaneous melanoma, with 2 years of follow-up or documented relapse, were selected from the database of the Department of Dermatology. Univariate and multivariate Cox regression analyses were performed for overall and disease free survival. Tumor thickness appeared as the most important prognostic factor for both overall and disease free survival in the multivariate analysis. Inflammatory infiltrate and sex were only significant for overall survival, and location, age and ulceration were significant for disease free survival. Other variables, such as histological type, mitotic rate or level of invasion, lost their prognostic significance in the multivariate analysis. Tumor thickness is the most important prognostic factor to predict survival in localized melanoma. Other factors such as sex, inflammatory infiltrate, location, age or ulceration, have also an important role in prognosis.